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HE WELL-LIVED HOUSE

A SIMPLEBEACH HOUSE BECOMES A NURTURINGHOME

BY. AIME DUNSTAN | BPHOTOGRAPHS BY GEORGE'ROSS | STYLED BY JOSHUA TIERNEY







Sweet Symmetry | A pair of custom-sized Paddington sofas by Rose Tarlow for Holly Hunt (asove) provides ample seating in the living room of an Amagansett house by interior designer Kyle Timothy
Blood. Dog Days | Designed for a family of five including Jordan, 14, Brynn, 1, and Haylee, 6 (PREVIOUS SPREAD, LEFT), a5 well as thelr pooch Dalsy (sciow Lert), the home includes a family room with a
custom Stark rug, club chairs through Kyle Timothy Home and sofas from Anthony Lawrence Belfair. Culinary Playground | Fixtures from Ana-Morris Antiques illuminate the spacious kitchen (seLow
maut), for which Blood choose gray and cream subway tiles to complement custom cabinetry, generous moldings and Pietro Cardosa marble countertops. A nook just inside the kitchen door next to the
two skde-by-side refrigerators (osposTe LErT) provides a catchall space for everyday items and reminders. Room with a View | A custom Kyle Timothy Home dining table (ceposire meat), flanked by Loom
Italia chairs from Country Gear, defines the dining area, which overiooks the same ocean view that greets guests at the front door. See Resources.




When a Westchester couple sought
to renovare their oceanfront geraway in
Amagansett, they were lnokmu for relaxed
elegance. It was the mindser befitting
designer Kyle Timothy Blood, of Kyle
Fimothy Home, who had heard abour
this project from a local antiques dealer.
Although his car was being serviced that
day, he wasted no nme: He serapped his
]Mn!h)llu o Ill\ l\.l\ L |ll)m\(\l on |ll\ |\I\ ‘\'A l(’
and rode over to introduce himself

“When I gor there, everybody was in
a bathing suie. The mother was hl)ltllll"
the baby, the younger "u]s were still wer
from the beach .md rlu father was poring
over the plans. I said, "Hy, I'm K\'k and I'd
like to help you with your project,” recalls
Blood, who was clad in a polo shirt and
shorts. “What you sce 1s whar you ger. |
check my ego at the door, and my |ul> s
to deliver your house, not mine. When |
shut the door behind me at the end of the
project, I'll know that I've been successful
if you feel like you're living in your own
home and not in a Kyle llmmh\' house.”

The couple liked whar they heard and
hired Blood to help turn what had been
a Scars kit home and garage into a
three-level, 4,500-square-foor beach
cotrage for themselves, cheir three chil
dren and the dog. Today 1t's a tranquil
place where the front door opens to

reveal the warmeh of the family within

and the ocean expansive views beyond
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Cozy Quarters | A sepla-toned wave photograph from Triangle Home Furnishings mirrors the
ocean view from the master bedroom (LErT). Blood paired a Christian Liagre bed from Holly Hunt
with a more traditional drapery pattern from Zoffany. The leather-bound sisal rug is from Stark.
The top floor's cottage-like proportions accommodate another guest bedroom and bath on the
top level. Storybook Setting | A David Sutherland double chaise longue and Perennial outdoor
fabric, as well as a grouping of adjacent club chairs (not shown), provide reading and conversation
space after a day at the beach. See Resowrces.

“I worked from the ground up, everything from the architeet’s plan ro
the sheets on the beds—concept to completion,” explains Blood, noting thar
entering the project in its infancy allowed for a positive synergy berween
himself, noted builder Ben Krupinski and the project archirect, the late
Olman Sanabnia of John Laffey Architeces. In addition to rescarching and
specifying many building matenals within the house, Blood also served as
project manager and the owners’ advocate during the building process.

“When I mer them on thar first day and realized they were tried-and-
true beach people, they told me they wanted their home 1o look like it had
always been there in the dunes but with the modern conveniences of a new
house. Since I grew up on the coast of Maine, I immediately understood
the aesthetic and feel they soughe to evoke.”

Blood first developed a subtle yet intertwined color paletee and then
worked up a furniture plan for maximum comfort—and mnimum pre-
tense. Then he went shopping: “Nothing could be precious. Acany given
ume | knew there could be from three to 10 kids, several couples and ar
least the famly’s dog about. It was always very clear that this house was
going to be hived in, and the furnishings had to stand up to wear and tear
while belying a certain qualicy.”

Blood maintains thar interior design is a service-oriented business. He
says he went to grear lengths to be cerrain thar customized detanls were ex-
ccuted both in the construction of the home and its interiors. “I believe my
job 15 to extract and implement the clients’ vision, whether they know what
it 15 or not. For example, many people would utilize the entire top floor as
the master suite, bur my clients wanted their master bedroom with ensuite
bath ro be cozy. To creare this feeling, I wrapped the room in hornizontal
V-notch wood thar was painted the husbandss favorite blue to achieve an
inmarte feel. This color scheme was then extended ro the master deck
beyond and the adjacent guest suiee.”



Luxury. Blood points our, can be defined
by accessible yet voluminous space and the
highly-edited furmshings that sic wachin it
This 1s also evidenced by the overall pro-
portions throughour the house, created by
Laffey’s team. The architect masterfully
sited the house o take full advantage of the
unobstrucred ocecan views rather than the
surrounding houses. Krupinski's team dug
30 feer into the sand with steel beams to
execute Laffey’s plans

"We designed the kicchen to have numer
ous, clutter-free work spaces and uninter
rupred flow.” According to Blood, space
planning, especially in a second home, 15 all
about creating arcas where individuals can
interrelare but not be on rop of each other.”

In the adjacent open dining area, the
husband wanred an expansive rable o serve
as the hearth of the home. When Blood and
his chients could find neither an antique nor a
new plccc. BI(H)’J (lt‘.\l:-_{llctl a \l.)lld L‘h(‘ll"\' [.)NL'
with a planed rop and turned and rtapered
legs to fir the arca.

“Everything about this house says solid and
strong,” reflects Blood. “They're raising a fam-
ily here and creaung many happy memories.
When you first walk in, you realize you're in
an extremely well-built structure; then, as you
take in the view, sit down 1n a comfortable
chair and ralk to the owners, you immeds
ately feel nurrured and relaxed.” #



Garden Girls | The house's layout, while spread
over three levels, was devised with numerous win-
dows and many doors to let the outside in (oPPosiTe
LEFY), as well as provide easy access. An okd-fash-
ioned outdoor shower (oPPOSITE RicyT) offers the girls
a place to rinse off after a day in the surf, several
yards away, and hang their beach towels outside to
dry. Nun Too Many | Twin beds from a convent,
procured at Nellie's of Amagansett, offer divine com-
fort in one of the girl’s room (asove). Watercolors
by their late grandmother and accessories from
Calypso Home add a punch of color. Three In One
| Ben Krupinski Builder, John Lalfey Architects and
Kyle Timothy Blood worked together to ensure the
tri-level home maintained an unobtrusive elevation
(LerT) by building into the duneside. Later, Michael
E. Tuths Plant & Property Management incorporated
plantings that blend naturally with sandy dunes.
A dining table from Summit paired with David
Sutherland chairs offers al fresco gathering place
for family and friends with unobstructed seaside
views, See Resources.



